Christmas day

John 1: 1 – 10 

When we hear the Christmas story, our minds often wander to the familiar scenes of a humble stable, angelic choruses, and shepherds in the fields. The Gospel of John, however, invites us to zoom out, far beyond the quiet town of Bethlehem, and contemplate a cosmic truth that makes the manger meaningful. 

John’s introduction doesn't start with a birth narrative; it starts in the beginning, before time was even measured.

John introduces us to "the Word" or Logos in Greek. Logos can be translated as “word”, “speech”. But about 500 years before the time of John, a Greek philosopher named Hiraclitus revolutionised the word logos to also mean “reason”, “logic”, or “order”. And from there, it blossomed like a tree to take on a whole host of meanings. It is where we get the suffix – “logy” for words like biology, anthropology, and zoology. From logos we also get words like logical, logistics, eulogy, prologue, and catalogue.

Eventually, for the Greeks, the meaning of logos came to be the order of the cosmos or universe. The logos was the rational principle which not only ordered the universe, but also made sense of it, of everything, including human existence. It reveals the universe to be understood. Without the logos, everything is non-sense.

In our reading this morning, the “prologue” of John’s Gospel, John brings together both Greek philosophy and Hebrew thought connecting the idea of Logos as the rational principle ordering the universe, with the creative "Word" of God in Genesis and Wisdom literature. For John, God is revealed in Jesus, who existed in the beginning and through whom everything was made. 

You may be thinking or asking, “what has this got to do with Christmas?” From all that he has experienced in following Jesus, John conveys his understanding of the uniqueness of Jesus. Jesus isn’t just another baby born into the world. He doesn’t just grow up as a historical figure, although inspirational or charismatic; he is the active agent of creation itself, the power and reason of God. For John and the other followers, Jesus is the one who makes sense of their faith and life. He is the one through whom the revelation of God to the world can be understood. His words brought purpose and order to their life. While the shepherds came to see what the angel had told them, and the Magi to bring their gifts, the significance of Jesus to John and the others followers was such that they risked everything giving their very lives for him.

The tragedy for John is that when the Creator came into His own creation, the world did not “recognise” or “know” him (v.10). God was seemingly too human, too natural, too ordinary like one of us. And like those long ago, we today often miss the profound reality God right in front of us.

Christmas, then, is the celebration in recognising the stunning moment when this eternal, cosmic Word took on human flesh and, as the Message Translation puts it, "moved into our neighbourhood." God didn't stay a distant, mysterious being. Instead, God chose to enter our messy human reality.

The true joy of Christmas isn't found in the glow of holiday decorations and festivities, but in acknowledging and accepting the eternal Word who helps to make sense of our faith and showing us the purpose and direction for life. This is the one who comes in humility and vulnerability, bringing the hope, peace, joy, love, and life of the God of the universe to us all today. Amen.
